
President’s Report, BOD Meeting, Monday, 03/28/22 
 
1) Open Meeting – Don (1 minute) 
2) Approval of BOD 02/21/22 Minutes – Trish (2 minutes) 
3) Treasurer Report, Approval of January, February Balance Sheets – John (5 minutes) 
4) Committee Reports – Any Questions?  Major Announcements? 
    a) Future Programs, Meetings Formats, Feedback on Recent Programs – Geri (3 minutes) 
Geri has been working on some new programs that she will run by us. 
 
    b)  Herring Count Report – Ramona (3 minutes) 
Anything to add from last meeting? 
 
5) Summary of Meetings Attended 
                      
6) Old Business 
     a)  Pond Boating Tours, Outings, Insurance Updates – Jack, Tom (10 minutes) 
Any progress on the contacts with insurance companies? 
 
     b) Herring Festival April 23 Obstacle Course – Melissa (5 minutes) 
We will need volunteers to:  1) set up at 8 AM (ask Lee if he will advise), 2) talk to children before starting 
about the herring and provide them with a ping pong ball “egg” to deposit at the top of the hill (shifts to 
fill 10AM to 3PM), 3) watch progress of children through obstacles up the hill (shifts to fill 10AM to 3PM), 
4) instruct what to do with ping pong “egg” at the top of the hill and where to go next (shifts to fill 10AM 
to 3PM), 5) watch children slide down the hill (shifts to fill 10AM to 3PM), 6) take down at 3PM, 7) transport 
and store the pieces of the obstacle course for future years.  
 
     c) Environmental Justice, Donation to YMCA – All (5 minutes) 
I received a letter from the YMCA asking for a donation.  In past years, we have donated money to support 
summer campers who could not afford the camp otherwise.  Do we want to donate this year?  How much 
do we want to donate? 
 
     d) Nominating Committee Update – Brian (5 minutes) 
Any progress, needs, Brian? 
 
     e) Additional Thoughts, President Zoom Outreach – All (7 minutes) 
I had proposed last BOD meeting setting up a regularly scheduled Zoom time where I would make myself 
(and another backup, perhaps), available to answer questions from members.  There were concerns that 
this may not be advisable, that I might not represent my own opinions rather than the opinions of the BOD 
(hence another person’s presence).  I still feel that residents/members might appreciate the opportunity 
to talk, that I will not give answers to questions that should first be run by the BOD, and that I will not be 
shy in admitting that I don’t know the answers to certain questions.  Is there a format that you will 
approve? 
                              
7) New Business 
    a) Does Anyone Need Help? – All (10 minutes) 
    b) Letter of Support for David Gould to Selectmen – All (10 minutes) 



As I understand it from a number of people who watch the goings-on of the town, David Gould has been 
under fire for “being opinionated and non-cooperative” toward residents in his dealing with them.   I have 
spoken to David and offered my personal support for which he was very grateful, confirming that he had, 
indeed, been feeling more heat recently than at any other time in his lengthy employment with Plymouth.  
David and his department have been excellent supporters of HPWA programs and initiatives.  I have 
written the letter below to send to the Select Board expressing the HPWA BOD’s support of David Gould 
for your consideration. 
 
Board of Selectmen 

Town of Plymouth 

42 Court Street 

Plymouth, MA  02360 

 

Dear Selectmen: 

It would be disappointing to the Herring Ponds Watershed Association if the talents of David Gould were 

not recognized and appreciated.  Rather than be “arrogant” and “uncooperative” to us, David and his 

department have been major partners in ensuring the long-term viability of our 4450-acre Great Herring 

Pond Watershed.  

 

We, in turn, have helped with financial donations to enable Plymouth to purchase and dedicate 54-acre 

Comassakumkanut Preserve.  David’s Department of Marine and Environmental Affairs, in order to help 

the Watershed Association to be a good steward of the natural beauty of our watershed, launched our 

water quality monitoring program in 2008 and helped fund a Water Quality Plan to ward off toxic 

cyanobacteria blooms.  My wife did some cyanobacteria microscopy during the last two summer blooms 

for other Plymouth ponds in order to help David identify the type and toxicity of that bloom quickly. 

 

Such public – private partnerships make excellent, priority applicants for grants to keep Plymouth 

beautiful.  David is an excellent partner who has been a pleasure to work with for so many years.  Please 

take some time to express your thanks to him for his community outreach and all that he has done for 

Plymouth.  He deeply cares about the herring and clear pond water.  Lots of people in Plymouth know 

that. 

 

For the Herring Pond Watershed Association Board of Directors, 

 

Don Williams 

President 

Herring Ponds Watershed Association 

 
 
    c)  Saturday, May 7, Trash Pickup Day Organizer Volunteer? – All (10 minutes) 
To have an effective, watershed-wide cleanup effort on May 7, we really need someone to organize 
recruiting volunteers for specific areas of the watershed, pick up bags from the Town of Plymouth (Patrick 
Farah), and drop off bags to our HPWA volunteers.  Is anyone willing to step forward and donate their 
time?  Do we have any trash picker volunteers from among our watershed’s BOD? 
 



             
 8) Any other business? 
 9) Next BOD Meetings – April 18, May 16 BOD Meeting Dates (2 minutes) 
 10) Adjournment 
  
OTHER 
 
WAA Legislator Breakfast 
I pre-recorded a 4-minute “Lightning” PowerPoint presentation for the March 23 event that I had sent 
out to “interested parties” that included the BOD, WQC, Lee Pulis, Jed Smith, Josh Adelson (a major 
donor) and Paul Muther.  The original commentary that I sent out was too long and was cut back but the 
PowerPoint was the same.  There was major emphasis on the cyanobacteria that no other group 
mentioned so I felt good about that.  In addition, I arranged a Zoom meeting with my state Rep, Matt 
Muratore, that was held on March 21.  Matt is now aware of our concerns about cyanobacteria blooms, 
runoff remediation and septic health.  I have also scheduled a Zoom with our state Senator, Susan Moran 
that will take place on Monday, March 28. I will make the same points with her.  She and I met at the 
Comassakumkanut dedication this summer. 
 
Cape Cod Commission  
Paul Muther and Martha Sheldon told me about the Cape Cod Commission’s recently released “2021 
Cape Cod Commission Pond and Lake Atlas;” Paul attached an electronic copy that I looked at.  I 
contacted Heather McElroy at the Commission (I had met her at a previous Cape Cod Commission 
function) and she quickly agreed to have a copy printed for me and mailed out.  It has great information 
about water quality, aquifers and specific Cape Cod Pond statistics and I have the paper copy in hand.  In 
return, I mailed Heather 2 copies of our “Stewardship Guide.”  I will make their Atlas available to 
members as a Water Quality primer – just let me know. 
 
 


